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HOME-OFFICE

ILLUSTRATED  FIELD GUIDE
TO A CONTESTED FOREST

SAM HOUSTON NATIONAL FOREST, TX

The Sam Houston National Forest is a 160,000-
acre non-contiguous landscape overseen by 
the US Department of Agriculture and the 
National Forest Service. The terrain is a rich 
assemblage of loblolly pines, bracken ferns, 
bluestems, bull nettles, skinks, skimmers, milk 
caps, and oyster mushrooms, among countless 
other species, all part of the East Texas 
Pineywoods ecoregion North of Houston. 
While the landscape is ostensibly “wild,” the 
forest is in fact a highly managed territory: 
a patchwork of private property and public 
lands hosting recreation, farming, oil and 
mineral extraction, and timber harvesting. 
From archaeological digs and ecological 
preserves, to test landscapes and extraction 
sites, the forest is a messy landscape 
crisscrossed by hiking trails, utility easements, 
animal habitats, and pipelines. 

Within the contested site of the Sam Houston 
National Forest, we propose a field station as 
an architectural experiment, one that explores 
the intimate practices of environmental 
sensing, climate action, and forest care. 
Somewhere between a tent and a building, 
it serves citizen-scientists, forest defenders, 
climate activists, and thru-hikers alike, 
operating as a low-tech laboratory, camp 
site, mobile classroom, and protest outpost. 
As easy to construct as it is to dismantle, 
its operable systems can be adapted to a 
wide variety of weather shifts, atmospheres, 
temperatures, and environments. Immersed in 
a lush understory of ferns and fungi, the field 
station imagines new protocols for stewardship 
and care within this landscape, thinking of the 
living forest not only as an ecosystem but also 
as a sensuous laboratory: full of sensors and 
citizens collecting data for future testimonials 
and stories. What follows is a field guide to this 
landscape, unpacking the protocols, practices, 
and contingencies of forest governance. 
An assemblage of documents, maps, and 
evidence, this field guide asks: how can we 
reorient our environmental encounters away 
from extraction toward a more open-ended and 
convivial relationship to the land?

HOME-OFFICE 
[Daniel Jacobs and Brittany Utting]
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